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ST. MICHAEL CENTER FOR VETERANS EXPANDS

Doors Have Opened at the New Emergency Men'’s Shelter for Veterans

The St. Michael Center for Veterans now offers two unique programsforhomeless, male
veterans to the Acadiana area. Lafayette Catholic Service Centers (LCSC) is pleased to
introduce an emergency shelter for veterans, in addition to the established veteran’s
transitional housing program. The St. Michael Emergency Shelter and the St. Michael
Transitional Housing Program are the only housing facilities in the region, designed
to meet the specific needs of our homeless male Veterans.

LCSC experienced a high number of veterans seeking emergency shelter, within our
St. Joseph Emergency Shelter for Men. When funding became available to the St.
Michael Center as a recipient of Home for the Holidays, the Acadian Home Builders
Association annual raffle to win a state-of-the-art home, the emergency shelter for
male veterans became a reality.

The emergency program for veterans works to connect the men to the VA, acting
in cooperation with the Alexandria VA Medical Center. The VA offers benefits and
assistance through supportive services including: case management, life skills training
and housing placement. In the past, LCSC primarily filled its transitional house for
veterans with referrals from the VA; it is anticipated that, moving forward, the
St. Michael Emergency Shelter for Veterans will directly feed into the St. Michael
Transitional House for Veterans.

The St. Michael Center for Veterans remains a recipient of Home for the Holidays;
show your support, of this and other local charities by purchasing a ticket this year!

SIGNIFICANT SPIKE IN MEN SEEKING SHELTER
St. Joseph Shelter for Men Capacity 2005 - 2010

St. Joseph’s Emergency Shelter for Men has experienced a noticeable increase in
homeless men seeking shelter over the last two years, with July, 2010, being the
highest month ever reported.
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‘For [ was hungry, and you gave Me something to eat; | was thirsty, and you gave Me something to drink; | was a stranger, and you invited Me in;
Naked, and you clothed Me; | was sick, and you visited Me; | was in prison, and you came to Me.” Matthew 25:34-36






